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ns,and disparity in their 



tvreen the height of tre p« 
intellects, 

JOY — GAIETY. 

These terms signify an agreeable state of the mind, 
arising from the possession of good, or tk* enjoyment of 
pleasure— the first springs from the heart, and is en- 
rolled amongst the passions, and like them can rise to an 
excess. Gaiety belongs rather to the temperament, and 
is often the consequence of a healthy well balanced con- 
stitution, in which the blood circulates cheerily, and the 
animal spirits feel no obstruction from the invasion of 
pain, or the minings of chronic disease. Joy must be 
acted upon and excited ; gaiety, on the contrary, is spon- 
taneous, and dift'uses sunshine over society, which is much 
more indebted to the cheerful than to the joyous— vanity 
is generally the companion of gaiety, but it is a pardon- 
able foible in him who employs his hours in exhiiirating 
despondency, and driving forward the machine of social 
happiness, Joy is opposed to sorrow, and gaiety to me- 
lancholy. 

KB,A1L— FRAGItB. 

Both these terms denote weakness— the first in sub- 
jects which can be bent, the second in those which can 
be broken. We speak of the frailty of the support of 
the reed, and compare it, not unaptly, to the general 
run of friendship, and of the fragility of glass, and of 
promises. 



ANECDOTE OF A YOUNG IKISH OFFICER. 
Before one of the battles of the old German war, in 
which the English army obtained so much glory, when 
thetwohostilearmiesweredrawnup oppositeto each other, 
waiting for the signal to charge j the horse of a young 
Irish cornet, named Richardson, took fright and suddenly 
darted forward from the line, and in spite of all his riders 
exertions, carried him into the midst of a squadron of 
French cavalry. 1 he enemy immediately surrounded 
him, and all vied with each other for the honor of seizing 
the English standard ; bat with a generosity which then 
characterized them, they wished, if possible, to obtain it 
without sacrificing the life of one whom they already con- 
sidered their prisoner. They, however, cut at his arm, 
hoping thus to force him to drop his charge. ' He was 
totally defenceless; one hand grasping the standard, the 
other holding the reins — but he kept firm, and as they 
cried, rendez le le'tandart," his only answer was « Out, avec 
Is bras.'* The crowd of combatants impeded each other, and 
the impetuosity of his charger prevented the effect of many 
of their blows. He received several severe wounds, which 
however, failed of changing his determination. He remained 
resolute to be cut down rather than forfeit the honour of 
the regiment. At length the unruly beast, making a sud- 
den turn, broke through the throng and bore him safely 
back to his friends, who received with astonishment and 
transport the young hero and the standard. He lived to 
be an old man, and has frequently repeated the story to 
his intimate friends,and showed his arm, all seamed with 
the gashes he had received in that glorious stuggle. 
* Surrender the standard— Yes, with my arm. 



DEATH WATCH. 
Wallis. in h» History of Northumberland, gives the 
following account of the . insect so called, whose ticking 
has been thought by ancient superstition to forebode death 
in a family. The small scarab, called the Death Watch, 
(Searabcens gallarus pulsator) is frequently found among 
dust and decayed rotten wood, lonely and retired. It is 
one of the smallest of the Vagipemia, of a dark brown, 
with irregular light brown spots, the belly plicated, and the 
wrings under the cases pellucid; like other beetles the 
helmet turned up, as it is supposed for hearing, the upper 
lip, hard and shining. By its regular pulsations, like the 
tickings of a watch, it sometimes surprises those who 
are strangers to its nature and properties — who fancy 
hs beatings portends a family change, and the shortening 
of the thread of life. Put into a box, it may be seen 
and heard, in the act of pulsation, with a small proboscis 
against the side of it, for food more probably than for hy- 
meneal pleasure, «s some have fiwcM. He furnishes ui ' 



too witn the means to avert the omen, as given by the sj. 
tirist, well known as Dean Swift, 

" But a kettle of scalding water injected, 

Infallibly cures the timber affected ; 

The omen is broken, the danger is over, 

The maggot will die, and the sick will recover." 
Grose tells us, " the clicking of a Death Watch is w 
omen of the death of some one in the house where it ij 
heard." , W. S. W. 

* # * It is supposed by some that the male spider is sup. 
plied with a little bladder somewhat similar to a small 
drum, and that ticking noise which has been termed 
the death-watch, is nothing more than the sound he 
makes upon this little apparatus, in order to serenade and 
allure his mistress. 



THE BEST OF WIVES. 



A man had once a vicious wife ; 

(A most uncommon thing in life) 

Mis days and nights were spent in strife 

Unceasing. 

Her tongue went glibly all day long, 
Sweet contradiction still her song, 
And all the poor man did was wrong, 

And ill done. 

A truce without doors or within, 
From speeches long as statesmen spin, 
Or rest from her eternal din, 

He found not. 

He ev'ry soothing art display'd ; 
Tried of what stuff her skin was made : 
Failing in all, to heav'n he pray'd 

To take her. 

Once walking by a river side, 

In mournful terms " My Dear," he cried, 

"No more let feuds our peace divide, 

"I'll end them. 
"Weary of life, and quite resign'd, 
" To drown I have made up my mind, 
" So tie my hands as fast behind, 

"As can be: 

" Or nature may assert her reign, 
" My arms assist, my will restrain, 
"And swimming, I once more regain 

" My troubles." 

With eager haste the dame complies, 
While joy stands glist'ning in her eyes, 
Already in her thoughts he dies 

Before her. 

"Yet, when I view the rolling tide, 
" Nature revolts," he said,." beside 
" I would not be a suicide, 

" And die thus: 

"It would be better far, I think, 

" While close I stand upon the brink, 

" You push me in— nay, never shrink, 

"Uutdoit." 

To give the blow the more effect, 
Some twenty yards she ran direct, 
And did what she could least expect 

She could do. 

He slips aside, himself to save, 
So souse she dashes' in the wave, 
And gave, what ne'er before she gave, 

Much pleasure. 

" Dear husband, help ! I sink !" she cried. 
" Thou best of wives!" the man replied, 
" I would— but you my hands have tied. 

" God help ye !" 



DUBLIN : 
Printed ana Published by P. D. Hahdt, IS, Temple Lane, anil f, C«* 
Street; to whom all communications arc to be addressed. 
Sold by all ljooksellcrs in Ireland.. . 
In London, by Richard GroombrWuc. 6, Panyer.alley, PaternoSt««p*i 
in Liverpool, by Willmeranil Srait 



by 
verpool, by Willme: 
Birmingham by Brake j in Nottingham. 
Jt. Grant and Sorij in, Glsu*?w ( ' 



V, G, Panver.auey, raiem'"'"--.- 
ith; in Manchester, by AmWry, » 
!gham, by Wright ; in JjWintuwgUj »r 
', by i. Niven, J\ia, 



